[Surgery in patients over 80 years of age--a retrospective analysis of 642 general surgery patients].
We evaluated the data on 642 patients over 80 years of age who underwent general surgery within the preceding 10 years. Lethality in elective surgery was higher compared to younger patients and showed a threefold increase in emergency procedures. Preexisting co-diseases strongly determined survival, which emphasises the fact that a thorough preoperative risk-assessment is essential for elective surgery. Age itself is not a contraindication for elective surgery.